IOWA BY TRAIL

Wabash Trace Nature Trail
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MILES: 63
TRAIL SURFACE: Crushed limestone,
Asphalt

CITIES: Council Bluffs, Mineola, Silver
City, Malvern, Imogene, Shenandoah,
Coin, Blanchard

DIFFICULTY: Easy

TRAIL DESCRIPTION:

The northern part of this trail runs
through lowa’s scenic and unique
Loess Hills, a geological formation
found to this great extent only in
lowa and China. Because the trail
follows an old railroad corridor, slopes
are gentle throughout. Travelers
through the northern sections from
Council Bluffs to Shenandoah are
often passing under arched trees
that protect users from wind and
sun. South of Shenandoah, the vistas
become more open, including a
reconstructed prairie planted along
the trail near Coin. Visitors are

also apt to see wildlife and some
native plants, many of which are not
found elsewhere in the state. Small
sections of this trail sometimes wash
out after a heavy rain, so be sure

to contact the trail managers about
trail conditions in advance if you’re
coming from a distance.

TRAIL CONTACT:

SWINT (Southwest lowa Nature Trails)
Email: rebecca.castle@goldenhillsrcd.
org



